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The FactsThe Facts……

5%5% Amount of land in BCAmount of land in BC’’s ALRs ALR

(4.7 million ha)(4.7 million ha)

55%55% Amount currently farmedAmount currently farmed

(2.6 million ha)(2.6 million ha)

~20%~20% Located on high quality soilsLocated on high quality soils

~50%~50% Amount of ALR land located whereAmount of ALR land located where
80% of80% of  BCBC’’s population livess population lives

~50%~50% Amount of food produced in BC toAmount of food produced in BC to
meet local needsmeet local needs

5-10%5-10%        Amount produced on VancouverAmount produced on Vancouver
Island to meet local needsIsland to meet local needs

$60,000+$60,000+ Cost of an acre of farmland onCost of an acre of farmland on  S.S.
Vancouver IslandVancouver Island

5656 Average age ofAverage age of  a BC farmera BC farmer

-2.2%-2.2% Decline in the number of farmsDecline in the number of farms
(between 2001 & 2006)(between 2001 & 2006)  



ChallengesChallenges

•• Increasing land pricesIncreasing land prices



•• Increasing land pricesIncreasing land prices

•• Aging farm populationAging farm population

ChallengesChallenges



ChallengesChallenges

•• Increasing land pricesIncreasing land prices

•• Aging farm populationAging farm population

•• Public AwarenessPublic Awareness



•• Increasing land pricesIncreasing land prices

•• Aging farm populationAging farm population

•• Public AwarenessPublic Awareness

•• Economic viabilityEconomic viability

ChallengesChallenges



ChallengesChallenges

•• Increasing land pricesIncreasing land prices

•• Aging farm populationAging farm population

•• Public AwarenessPublic Awareness

•• Economic viabilityEconomic viability

•• Government supportGovernment support



•• Increasing land pricesIncreasing land prices
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•• Economic viabilityEconomic viability

•• Government supportGovernment support

•• Rural-urban conflictsRural-urban conflicts

ChallengesChallenges



Local ApproachesLocal Approaches

Increasing Land PricesIncreasing Land Prices
•• Land trusts &Land trusts &  covenantscovenants

•• Lending/leasing landLending/leasing land

•• Farm cooperativesFarm cooperatives

Long-term access & protectionLong-term access & protection



Local ApproachesLocal Approaches

Aging Farm PopulationAging Farm Population

Growing new farmersGrowing new farmers

•• On-farm On-farm mentorships mentorships (S.O.I.L.)(S.O.I.L.)

•• School gardensSchool gardens

•• Post-secondaryPost-secondary  education programseducation programs
& facilities& facilities



Local ApproachesLocal Approaches

Public AwarenessPublic Awareness
•• Educational campaignsEducational campaigns

•• Public rallies Public rallies 
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Public AwarenessPublic Awareness
•• Demonstration projectsDemonstration projects

•• LocalLocal  farm & foodfarm & food
directoriesdirectories



Local ApproachesLocal Approaches

Public AwarenessPublic Awareness
•• Food/health focused eventsFood/health focused events

•• Media & storiesMedia & stories

‘‘EatersEaters’’  supporting farmers - saving farmlandsupporting farmers - saving farmland



Local ApproachesLocal Approaches

Economic ViabilityEconomic Viability
•• Neighbourhood Neighbourhood pocketpocket

marketsmarkets

•• Entrepreneurial  trainingEntrepreneurial  training



Local ApproachesLocal Approaches

Economic ViabilityEconomic Viability
•• Local farmer cooperativesLocal farmer cooperatives

•• Specialty productsSpecialty products

•• LLabelingabeling

•• PartneringPartnering

Innovation & creativityInnovation & creativity
Making farming payMaking farming pay



Local ApproachesLocal Approaches

Government SupportGovernment Support
•• EExtension servicesxtension services

•• Regional or municipalRegional or municipal
agricultural planningagricultural planning

•• Food policy developmentFood policy development



Local ApproachesLocal Approaches

Government SupportGovernment Support
•• Site-specific projectsSite-specific projects

Local government involvementLocal government involvement



Local ApproachesLocal Approaches

Rural-Urban ConflictsRural-Urban Conflicts
•• Local planning initiativesLocal planning initiatives  

•• Improved farm practicesImproved farm practices  

•• Urban/periurban Urban/periurban agricultureagriculture

Respect & appreciation for farmingRespect & appreciation for farming
Consideration of Consideration of neighboursneighbours
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•• EnvironmentEnvironment



Future ChallengesFuture Challenges

•• EnvironmentEnvironment

•• Low energy futureLow energy future



Shelbourne Shelbourne ValleyValley

19011901

20072007



““Stakes in the GroundStakes in the Ground””

““We must halt the slow, but steadyWe must halt the slow, but steady
erosion of our agriculture and fooderosion of our agriculture and food
resources, and support our variedresources, and support our varied

agagricultural industries.ricultural industries.

As a forward thinking society, weAs a forward thinking society, we
must dig in, take responsibility,must dig in, take responsibility,

and make sure that futureand make sure that future
generations have a vibrantgenerations have a vibrant

agricultural land base.agricultural land base.””

- - Moura Moura Quayle 1998Quayle 1998



Closing ThoughtsClosing Thoughts

19881988  BC Parks tabledBC Parks tabled  ““StrikingStriking
the Balancethe Balance””  ~ 6% of~ 6% of  BCBC
protectedprotected

19931993  BC initiated the ProtectedBC initiated the Protected
Areas StrategyAreas Strategy

20072007  BC has protected ~14% ofBC has protected ~14% of
its landits land  for conservationfor conservation
purposespurposes

In 1988 no one could have imagined thisIn 1988 no one could have imagined this



CouldCould we we  initiate something similar toinitiate something similar to  protectprotect
farmland in perpetuityfarmland in perpetuity  here in BC?here in BC?


